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622 THE ENGLISH JOURNAL 

than one of construction; the difference is a result of and dates back to 
the beginning of the writer's training. The business letter must be 
primarily brief, and secondly complete. Completion may be left, how- 
ever, for "follow-up" letters, or interviews. The personal, other type 
must be first of all complete, while brevity, though desirable, is a far 
inferior factor. Completeness can be mastered only by the student of 
classical English. Brevity is of real necessity only in business use, and 
is acquired by the student of the specialized English course. 

To sum up, the ability to appreciate really good things is not 
too generously scattered among human beings. There is much need for 
the development of American minds along the more classical lines. 
Remember what Harvard's Professor Palmer said about the final test 
of a man's culture being in the use he makes of his mother-tongue. In 
our dash for practicality we overlook too many other things. Only the 
course in straight English may be depended upon to develop a taste for 
good literature. A course in business English means an English course 
changed slightly to adapt it to business conditions. Its foundation 
should be the solid anchorage of a broad knowledge of correct English 
grammar and English writings. Harold E. Cowan 

High School, Passaic, N.J. 



WHAT WE ARE COMING TO 

To the Editor of the "English Journal": 

Say listen! I saw in a book where it said we had ought to take the 
evolutionary view of language; being as what is vulgar English today 
may be classical English tomorrow, we hadn't ought to say too positively 
that anything is perfectly all right, nor be afraid of everything contrary 
to Woolley. But somehow I can't hardly reconcile myself to that point 
of view. It seems like I just can't bear to think of all educated people 
talking like our college students do. It's just terrible to think that that 
to which we are coming is like this: 

Speak the speech, I pray you, like I pronounced it to you, trippingly 
on the tongue; but if you mouth it, like many of your players do, I'd 
have just as lief the town crier had of spoken my lines. Too, you better 
not saw the air too much with your hand, thus. 

I break off, gasping. We shall not (I realize) be able to hinder or 
divert the march of evolution; but "Oh, it offends me to the soul!" 

Yours very truly, 

Lawrence, Kansas Josephine M. Burnham 



